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what side of the issues you were on, Ron did
not question one’s patriotism—he believed
that all Americans were united by a common
bond and love of country—even if they stood
on opposite sides of an issue. That fact in and
of itself says a lot about the man.

In Washington, Ron Silver understood the
importance of taking the time to study the
issues he championed and to Ron that in-
cluded taking into account all points of view.
As a fierce independent, he knew that criticism
could come from all sides. Ron knew that it
was important not only to understand the pol-
icy and politics but also to respect the process
and nuances of Washington that too many
overlook and, as a result, find themselves fac-
ing a more difficult and challenging path to
achieve their goals.

Ron Silver's abilities were illustrated in his
work as a founder of the Creative Coalition, a
collection of artists and entertainers from
across the political spectrum who work to edu-
cate people about issues ranging from arts
funding to First Amendment Rights to fighting
poverty. Ron earned immense respect for his
tireless work with the Coalition. It wasn’t Ron
Silver's nature to simply write a column or cut
a check—although he was able to do both—
he simply had too much energy and too much
of an interest in making the lives of others bet-
ter to limit his advocacy. That was the Ron Sil-
ver way—always striving to make a difference
and contribute to building a stronger and more
secure America.

Ron Silver leaves behind a grateful nation
and a loving family. Our nation would be en-
riched if more of us exercised the same sense
of country, level of thoughtfulness and aptly
placed priorities as Ron Silver. At the top of
such order was his family, who graciously
shared their devoted husband and father with
the rest of us. Our condolences are with each
of you. Please find solace in the memories of
the time and special moments you shared and
the knowledge that your loved one was the
embodiment of all that Thomas Jefferson val-
ued in his countrymen—a citizen who never
shied from his responsibilities to make his
country a better place. He will be sorely
missed.

Thank you Ron Silver.

May God bless you and grant you peace.

———

THE WORLD’S WORST
PERSECUTORS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 30, 2009

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, the right to
worship according to the dictates of your con-
science is among the most precious freedoms.

Tragically this basic freedom has not been
realized for millions around the globe. On Jan-
uary 16, the State Department designated the
annual “Countries of Particular Concern.” This
notorious distinction is given to countries
deemed particularly severe violators of reli-
gious freedom. This year the list included
Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Uzbekistan.

Oftentimes the most powerful testimony of
the repressive nature of these governments is
found in the accounts of their own people.

Take the words of a 23-year-old Burmese
monk: “We did not expect that the junta would
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crush down a peaceful demonstration but
when they raided the monasteries, shot and
arrested the monks. | was so surprised and
unbelievable that | could not express how my
feelings were. All my beliefs were also de-
stroyed.”

Or the reflections of a Chinese house
church leader: “First, when they arrest you,
they try to convince you to give up your faith.
And when you surrender to them they will
offer you an office in a position such as com-
munity member or a position in the Three Self
church. If you do not deny your faith and sur-
render to them, then they will attack you. First
they put you into a small place, isolate you,
and they let you starve to convince you.”

Or these insights from North Korea: “North
Korea is a prison without bars. The reason
why the North Korean system still exists is be-
cause of the strict surveillance system. When
we provide the information like ‘this family be-
lieves in a religion from their grandfather’s
generation,” the National Security Agency will
arrest each family member. That is why entire
families are scared of one another. Everyone
is supposed to be watching one another like
this. . ..

With the 1998 passage of the International
Religious Freedom Act, legislation which | au-
thored, the promotion of religious freedom be-
came official U.S. foreign policy. Sadly, 10
years later, the fight for this “first freedom”
has never been more necessary. We must
commit ourselves anew to standing with per-
secuted people of faith around the world who
against all odds, in the face of fear, intimida-
tion, imprisonment, torture and worse gather
secretly to worship as their conscience de-
mands.

———

CONGRATULATING DR. JIM
JACOBS

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 30, 2009

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate my good friend, Dr. Jim Jacobs,
as he is inaugurated as the Fifth President of
Macomb Community College. Jim has the cre-
ative intelligence, passion, in-depth knowledge
of the challenges facing Michigan, and col-
laborative energy to lead this fine institution
through these next vital years of economic
transformation for our State’s businesses,
workers and communities.

Jim Jacobs has more than 40 years of ex-
perience at Macomb Community College. He
began teaching economics in 1967 and contin-
ued teaching both economics and political
science for sixteen years before leading efforts
to establish both the Tech Prep and Machinist
Training institutes.

Jim Jacobs has a vast array of expertise in
the areas of occupational change and tech-
nology, suburban economic development, oc-
cupational education, retraining of displaced
workers and needs assessment of occupa-
tional programs. He has played a significant
role in these areas at the national, state and
local level, both conducting and publishing re-
search and developing programs.

Jim Jacobs is the past president of the Na-
tional Council for Workforce Education, a na-
tional post-secondary organization of occupa-
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tional education and workforce development
specialists. He served on the team that as-
sisted the Michigan Department of Labor and
Economic Growth in the development of Re-
shaping Michigan’s Workforce: An Action Plan
of the Michigan Department of Labor and Eco-
nomic Growth. He was also part of the re-
search staff and a report writer for Lt. Gov-
ernor John Cherry’s Commission on Higher
Education & Economic Growth.

At the local level, Jim Jacobs is viewed by
many as the authoritative voice on the eco-
nomic climate in Macomb County. Each Janu-
ary for the past 23 years, Jim Jacobs has pre-
sented his economic forecast for Macomb
County to an often sell-out crowd of business,
government and civic leaders. He has also
served on a number of community boards, in-
cluding Peoples State Bank, Macomb Inter-
Faith Action Center, United Way and St. John
Hospital, and is a member of the board of di-
rectors of the Community College Research
Center, New York.

| have had the pleasure of working with Jim
Jacobs on numerous projects over the years.
Including, school-to-work efforts, the redevel-
opment of the Tank Plant property (the local
committee was co-chaired by Jim), worker re-
training, and the impact of trade and monetary
policies. On a whole range of issues, Jim is al-
ways available with wise and thoughtful in-
sights and the economic statistics to make his
case.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Dr. Jim Jacobs as he as-
sumes this important position. With his im-
mense skills and masterful understanding of
the local area he and the community college
will play a key role in continuing efforts to rev-
olutionize the work force in Macomb County to
prosper in this new economy.

IN HONOR OF THE STUDENTS AT
ANOKA HIGH SCHOOL, MN

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 30, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the students at Anoka High
School. These students are taking their talents
to the next level and joining with the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation to help fellow
students that are afflicted by this lifelong dis-
ease.

Using the Tony Award-winning musical,
Aida, as well as their reputation as one of Min-
nesota’s best high school musical theater pro-
grams, students at Anoka High School are
learning more than choreography and stage
cues. They'll be raising money and awareness
for juvenile diabetes. Through the “Kids Show-
ing They Care” program, teens are able to be
involved in a larger cause that affects their
community and have the opportunity to use
their talents and skills to help others. They can
also see the growing impact of their seemingly
small efforts and understand the importance of
a collective effort in a successful production.

| rise today to honor the students at Anoka
High School who have taken on an ambitious
endeavor today, producing a school musical,
that will have a lifelong impact on themselves
and others. | commend them for their desire to
help others in need and their very mature
sense of community.
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HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 30, 2009

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the U.S. House of Representatives Repub-
lican Leadership standards on earmarks, | am
submitting the following information for publi-
cation in the Congressional Record regarding
earmarks | received as part of H.R. 1105, the
Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009:

(1.) Denton Regional Public Safety Training
Facility, Denton, TX—$500,000—Byrne Dis-
cretionary/COPS  Technology—Congressman
MICHAEL C. BURGESS

The purpose of this project is to provide the
new Denton Public Safety Training Facility
with equipment and technology. The re-
quested funding will help equip the facility, in-
cluding fire simulation equipment, computer-
ized firearm targeting systems, classroom-
based virtual reality simulation equipment and
administrative/classroom multimedia equip-
ment. The total project cost is $19,260,000—
$4,452,000 federal and $14,808,000 City of
Denton. The City of Denton has paid $2.03
million for the 88-acre site of the facility,
$205,000 on the master plan for the facility
and the City Council has approved
$12,600,000 to construct the facility.

City of Denton is located at 215 East McKin-
ney, Denton, TX 76201

(2.) Central City, Trinity River Water Dis-
trict—$6  million—MRT  Construction—Con-
gressman MICHAEL C. BURGESS

The United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) is currently sponsoring a flood con-
trol project in the Central City area of Fort
Worth, TX. The aging levee system in the
Central City area is no longer adequate to pro-
vide protection to an 800 acre area adjacent
to downtown Fort Worth. The infrastructure re-
quired for the flood control project is a 1.5 mile
bypass channel (used to divert waters during
a flood event) and related roads and bridges
to span the channel. By providing flood control
via a bypass channel, the aging industrial area
adjacent to downtown can be revitalized into a
vibrant waterfront community. The USACE
recommended course of action, as set forth in
the Final Environmental Impact Statement,
combines solutions to flood control, transpor-
tation, environmental restoration and commu-
nity redevelopment in an integrated, com-
prehensive plan with multiple partners (state,
local and federal) collaborating on implemen-
tation and funding.

Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth Dis-
trict, located at 819 Taylor Street Fort Worth,
Texas 76102

(3.) Upper Trinity River Basin, (USACE)—
$382,000—Investigations—Congressman  Mi-
CHAEL C. BURGESS

The FY 2009 request would be used to
complete the Big Fossil Creek Watershed In-
terim Feasibility Study and Regional Resource
Inventory and initiate two new interim feasi-
bility studies on the Irving Northwest Levee
and Elm Fork of the Trinity River by devel-
oping existing conditions for ecologic, engi-
neering, real estate, cultural, and hydrologic
and hydraulic modeling.

Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth Dis-
trict, located at 819 Taylor Street Fort Worth,
Texas 76102
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(4.) Grapevine Lake, USACE, Fort Worth
District—$2.692 million—O&M—Congressman
MICHAEL C. BURGESS

Grapevine Lake is located in Denton and
Tarrant Counties, at river mile 11.7 on Denton
Creek, Trinity River Basin, near the city of
Grapevine. The funds in this project request
would be used for scheduled operations and
maintenance, including Murrell Park and
Rockledge modernization, habitat restoration,
repair erosion in downstream outlet channel
and removal of vegetation.

Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth Dis-
trict, located at 819 Taylor Street Fort Worth,
Texas 76102

(5.) Lewisvile Dam, USACE, Fort Worth
District—$3.81  million—O&M—Congressman
MICHAEL C. BURGESS

This project request and Congressional add
is for infrastructure repairs. Non-routine main-
tenance includes repair and expand seepage
collector system and repair gates, frames and
liners. This project would also fund scheduled
operations and maintenance activities.

Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth Dis-
trict, located at 819 Taylor Street Fort Worth,
Texas 76102

(6.) Ray Roberts Lake, USACE, Fort Worth
District—$1.35 million—O&M—Congressman
MICHAEL C. BURGESS

Ray Roberts is located in Denton, Cook and
Grayson Counties, near the city of Denton,
Texas. The project consists of an earth fill
dam, a 100 foot uncontrolled spillway, and a
13 foot diameter gated conduit through the
dam with two sluice gates. The proposed use
of this funding would be for schedule oper-
ations and maintenance activities including re-
pair service on gate, frames, and liners, repair
and expand seepage collector system and
maintenance of shoreline erosion control.

Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth Dis-
trict, located at 819 Taylor Street Fort Worth,
Texas 76102

(7.) Center for Advanced Science and Com-
puter Assisted Modeling (CASCAM), Univer-
sity of North Texas—$700,304—Science—
Congressman MICHAEL C. BURGESS

CASCAM uses computing and modeling to
conduct and predict advanced scientific lab-
oratory outcomes at reduced cost (chemicals,
time) and increased safety (reduces need to
expose workers to toxic chemicals, radioactive
materials). Scientific computing allows deter-
mination of the probability of whether or not
two chemicals will explode, become a viable
pharmaceutical, the next new nanomaterial, or
tomorrow’s new alternate fuel source.

University of North Texas, located at 1500
Chestnut Street, Denton, TX 76203

(8.) Lewisville Lake, Frisco, Texas, USACE,
Fort Worth District—Section 1135—Congress-
man MICHAEL C. BURGESS

FY 2009 funds would be used to execute
the Project Cooperation Agreement and fully
fund project design and implementation. The
recommended plan consists of the reforest-
ation of approximately 57 acres providing link-
age among existing riparian and bottomland
hardwood habitat and the construction of a se-
ries of wetland cells comprising a total of ap-
proximately 39 acres. The total project cost
would be shared between the Federal Govern-
ment and the city of Frisco.

Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth Dis-
trict, located at 819 Taylor Street Fort Worth,
Texas 76102

(9.) Alliance Airport Runway Extension—
$1.75 million—Airport Improvement Program—
Congressman MICHAEL C. BURGESS
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The Runway Extension Project at Alliance
Airport in Denton County will lengthen the run-
ways to 11,000 feet and will allow for greater
utilization of the airfield and provide greater
capacity as a reliever for DFW International
Airport. It will also allow for the cargo carriers
to safely maximize their loads and not have to
compromise fuel, cargo or both. The increased
growth of the airfield will provide many jobs
and economic activity. The runway extension
project has local, regional and national signifi-
cance and impacts the infrastructure around
the airport. In addition to the runway extension
the project will open up the west side of the
airport for more airside development and im-
prove access to the Alliance Intermodal facil-
ity, which has already proven economic
growth benefits to the entire North Texas area.
With the advantages of a longer runway at Al-
liance the nation benefits from this premier
intermodal industrial facility that can serve the
world. Total Estimated Project Cost (2007 dol-
lars) $216,161,603. Funding for the project
has come from a variety of sources, primarily
from FAA, AIP discretionary grants. City of
Fort Worth matching funds have come from
land credits valued at over $15 million. Other
funding has been obtained for FM 156, specifi-
cally, a $6.5 million priority project in the 2005
Transportation Authorization (TEA-LU) bill and
$5.1 in the 2006 Tarrant County Bond Fund.

Alliance Airport, 2221 Alliance Boulevard,
Suite 100, Fort Worth, TX 76177—-4300

(10.) City of Denton, Denton Municipal Air-
port Improvements—$570,000—Airport Im-
provement Program—Congressman MICHAEL
C. BURGESS

The Denton Municipal Airport plays an im-
portant role in the regional economy, serving
as a general aviation hub for North Texas.
The City of Denton and the Texas Department
of Transportation, Aviation, have made sub-
stantial capital improvements in the Denton
Airport in the past five years and as a result
considerable private development is being re-
alized at this field. The City is requesting dis-
cretionary funding for security enhancements
at the Denton Airport. These improvements in-
clude security fencing and controlled access
points to increase airport security and wildlife
control. This project is recognized in the cur-
rent Airport Master Plan. FAA personnel have
identified the lack of security fencing as a
weakness that needs to be addressed. The in-
stallation of the security fencing will further fa-
cilitate the current growth trend on the facility
as more and more corporate aircraft operators
will only utilize secured facilities. The total
project cost is $1.1 million; the City of Denton
will provide a local match of $110,000.

City of Denton is located at 215 East McKin-
ney, Denton, TX 76201

(11.) Denton County Transportation Author-
ity (DCTA)—$475,000—Buses and Bus Facili-
ties—Congressman MICHAEL C. BURGESS

The DCTA is a county transportation author-
ity, and their mission is to provide safe, cus-
tomer-focused, and efficient mobility solutions
for Denton County, which is a rapidly growing
metropolitan area of North Texas. The funds
will be used to purchase 16 low-emission re-
placement buses, as well as to purchase tran-
sit system security and resource protection
technology and operations and maintenance
facility equipment. All of these improvements
are needed to enhance DCTA’s bus transit
service to meet current and future demands.
This project is vitally important to meeting their
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